Whatever happened to...
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In which we explore current developments in subjects of interest to FT readers, present the
latest news about expeditions, or catch up with the most intriguing people in the world...

13. The antigravity machine

naggh Or Eugera [Evgueni) Podkletnoy (below)

caused a brief stir n the popular press' follow-

ir|l':| hissudden withdrawal of & scientific paper

immediatety prior to pubfication” The paper
described, apparently, angravity shielding effect
oheerved when a high- tem perature superconiduc-
tor was rotated ina ".I'r:"g magnetic field

Im fact, Wis accidentat cisooe-
eryaicurred i g, when a
cofleague’s pipe smoke rse
stecddenly as it drifted over his
test apparatus, AT Was
described in am eariier, pub
lished paper’ In the Intervening
four years, inprovements in the :_"_
apparatus increased the
observed weight reduction from ﬁ!"
a fraction of ome per cent to
miaximum ¢f two per cent

Such claims swers oo mich

43 e
-
for his university at Tampere,

Finland.* so misch sa that following the with-
drawal of the 1996 paper, they denied kmowledge
af his wark and dismantled his expetimental
apparabies. Save for a briefappearance ina 1998
German documentary” little has been seen or
heard of the man himself since... although seweral
amateur attempts® at replication of his work and
a few micre formal studies have faken place. He
has been appointed consultant to several groups
- the best known being ‘Project Delta-C' led by Dr
Miveg L of the Unieersity of Alabama at
—Hurntsville " funded I,:r:,' Ehe BASA E'r\cahhrou!_]"'
Propulsion Fhysics programme.

I met Or Podkletnow during his recent visit to
UK 1o provide assistance to a group at the
wily of Sheflield which is axarrining
aspects af his work, He freely admits not belng
an expert in gravitational physics —he i a mate
rials scientist with a special mterest in supercon
sluctivity, While he waould ke to study the ‘anti-
gravity effect full-time, funding bas nat been
forthcoming, 50 he continues to leach materials
stience at another university in Tampere.

Fallowing dscussions wAlk thesreticians fHke
Cevanng Modanesse” he has refined his ideas
comawhat: The effect is fen referred 1o as gravity
“masdifica tion” rather I":ar\-"t,bi.‘:ld:ng' dus 12 the
shape of the affected region = oyindrical rather
than conical, as a shield would produce: The
affect, he claims, appears to be a tesult of intarac-
tiom between the superconducting Cooper pairs'
of the surface and the mommal’ electrons of the
kareveer lappers.

Replication work & underway in Russia, taly,
the USA and now the UK. While riot greatly forth-
coming about the precise details of the Russian
experience. he did state thal a weight reduction
of fve per cent had now been achicwed by counter-
rotation of the superconduchor and magnetic
Figld, By slacking discs, it & possible to magnify
the effect, so long as the discs rotate in the same
direction, gtherwise the effect &s cancalbed.

e s enthusiastic about the theoretical work

B | FT135

on GVWASERs {the gravitational equivalent of
lzsars) done in Itel_-,- "“_f Meslamese and Giargio
Fortana.” He also finds agreement with Jermy
Bayles™ and with Russian Academician Akimov's
ideas about tarsion fields.” Padkletnos critics
have so far made no serious atternpt to deburk
his woark and he fesls confident that he has done
his best o inimise sources of
experimental error.

Current research ks still at an
L'ar'}- stage and nowhers near
producing a markelable device
It rermaing unclear whether the
effect represents a reduction of
aravitational or inertial mass.
Podkletngw hopes to publish a
paper in the near future. wiich
iy well be based on the
Fussian efforts with which he
seerns o be most dosely
involved. As with many areas
on the fringes of science, Fusslans seem to be
taking the lead. " When questioned abaut this, he
replizd simply: It 5 because they have nothing to
lose,”

ROBERT CHAMBERS
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FORTEAN FOLLOW-UPS

In which we retuwrmn to some of the stories
reported in the pages of Fortean Times...

AWAKENING THE DEAD [J-TSE.MI
The farmedhibang, [terally
“tha turring of the
corpses” i central to
M:L.'E:lq.}s::'ar's wtrnng tradi-
tiom of ancestor worship.
That famadhibang contin-
ues to be performed, but as
the ceremomies oost years of a familys
saviTegs, intense poverty is forcing rmary
Malagasy to opt for bess elaborate rites,
[4P] v6 Ber rgga.

HALE-BOPP'S COMPANION
[FToT:42, 100:43]

‘When the Heavens Gate
graup commitied suicide
in March1gg they
announcedd that their
souls would continue their
journey on a spacectaft
tranelting behind the
comet Hale-Bopp, then Nghting up the
waorld's skies,

Much of the specudation surreuniding
this craft was based en infarmation pro-
vided by the Farsight Institute, a rernote
viewing group headed by Courtney
Brown. The group had besn .anal_:,ﬁing
photographs taken at the University of
Hawaii, which purparied o show an
object travelling with the comet,
Phatograghs taken by the Japanese
National Observatory revealed something
sirmilar. It was later anmounced that the
photographs had been faked. But,ina
curious footnote to the affain a NASA
pPhysicist has announced that Hale-Bapp
does indeed have a cosmic companian, a
moon - the first such cometary satellite
to be disoovered.

Jet PIG].‘II..'!.-iIJI'I L.1t||:|r.1.+m'_,- a*:t'clphﬁ-si-
cist Zdenek Sekanina analysed several
Hublle space felescope photographs of
the comet and found what appeared to
be the wame object in five of them. He
clairms that his discovery will allow him ta
work out the comet's mass. Mamy
observers remain sceptical, induding
Harold Weaver, the astrophysécist who
supplied Sekanina with the images. "Hes
just trying to sgueeze too much aut of
the data.” says Weaver, whe thinks that he
should have boen able to see the abject
while chserving the camet through
Hubble. However, Sekanina does hawe his
supporters. Harvard astromomer Bran
Marsden hai calculated that, 4200 vears
ago, Hale-Bopp may have passed dose
enough to fupiter ta fragment. so creat-
ing the maon, New Scientist, 17 Dec 1955

If you have any suggestions for topics you would like to see covered in this section, or if you have any information, send them
to the address on page 60 or email them to rickard@forteantimes.com with “Whatever happened” in the subject line.
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